
 

                           An Open Letter to the Tax Payers of Wakefield  

                 In hopes of keeping our LOW tax rate which is second only to Rye NH for 

towns with more than 5000 population, for future generations, please take a few 

minutes to read this and forward your response. This informal survey is being 

conducted by me alone, Chuck Robbins, resident of Wakefield, lakefront property 

owner and long -time lake health advocate. This survey is not conducted or 

sanctioned or paid for by the town or town officials or any portion of town 

government. We enjoy this LOW tax rate which is approximately HALF of the 

towns/cities south of us, which is where most of our population growth comes 

from, as people seek to enjoy our low rate as is shown in most all real estate 

agents reasons to come to Wakefield, in their descriptions/advertisements.  

NOW we all know why we have this LOW tax rate, it is because roughly 65% of 

our 17 million dollar yearly income to run this town comes from the properties 

within 500 feet of our lakes. Yet at first glance it appears we take this 

ADVANTAGE for granted. The FINANCIAL HEALTH/SAFETY of this town is directly 

associated with the wellbeing of these lakes, yet we do very little to INVEST in 

them as we do with our other health and safety investments such as fire, police 

and roads. Most of us have repeatedly supported the growth of these 3 important 

departments through large investments of tax dollars EVERY year, and remember 

65% of their support comes from the lakes immediate water shed 500 feet. So we 

have done a GREAT job of supporting these health and safety concerns, how do 

we protect their main source of income? First of all we do support the lakes 

through funding for milfoil ($17,000+-) and Lake Host boat launch inspections 

($14,000+-) and shoreland inspector ($15,000+-) every year, which is 

approximately only 2% of what we spend on our much needed fire, police and 

roads that represent our main health and safety concerns. So what is the answer, 

first, we have to ALL realize that the people on our local boards commit much 

time and energy to running this 17 million dollar town and do it for little or no pay 

to the benefit of us all.  The recent epidemic has driven many people here for not 

only the low taxes, but the perception that there is safety in a less populated 



area. This means even more pressure on our #1 tax income through more year 

round use. If I can quote our selectman and former police Chief Ken Fifield, he 

called these lakes our “DIAMONDS”. I believe we risk the problem of losing this 

advantage as owners of these properties demand LESS ASSESSMENT if the 

present problem of increased cyanobacteria in lakes continues. Cyanobacteria’s 

main contributors are nutrients from runoff and erosion which we can control 

through investments to these conditions. On their website, NH Department of 

Environmental Services describes cyanobacteria as blooms that are aesthetically displeasing in 

sight, odor and taste, as well as potentially toxic to domestic animals, livestock, wildlife and 

humans.  

Now once these properties become less valuable, the burden will fall on all of us 

that own property NOT in lake areas. This problem will eventually lead to longer 

advisories and shut downs of the use of these lakes for these top tax payers to 

our annual town budget. We have seen this more frequently as people are 

spending up to the million dollar range for the chance of being on these 

properties. Any way we can hold on to this GREAT WAKEFIELD ADVANTAGE, will 

reward all of us and our local businesses, as we become the place where people 

will know, Wakefield has the cleanest lakes in the state! It is important to 

remember the STATE shoreland department is to poorly funded and under staffed 

to help in any significant way, so we must do it on our own. Your opinion is 

needed, so please respond to the attached card and hopefully the majority agrees 

that this is a path we should follow.  Keep Smilin’ 

 Please Return Response Card below to shorelandnewdepartment@gmail.com or        

Chuck Robbins 271 Walsh Road Sanbornville, NH 03872               

Are you in favor of a Warrant article to create a separate department with 

budget, staff, equipment and materials to protect our main source of income, as 

we do with all other departments that insure the health and safety of this unique 

town of WAKEFIELD! 

Yes I am in favor of a Warrant Article             Property Owner _________________ 

No I am not in favor of Warrant Article            Address      _________________ 
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